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Research Positions Held
Postdoctoral Fellow








2017-2019
Sierra Pacific MIRECC, VAPAHCS

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences

Stanford University School of Medicine

My research with Dr. Amit Etkin is focused on finding biomarkers for PTSD and response to PTSD treatment using fMRI, EEG, and EEG/TMS. I am involved in the following projects:

· Investigation of Functional Networks in the Human Brain Using Neuroimaging and Neuromodulation (Role: Research and Clinical Manager)
· Steven and Alexandra Cohen Veterans Center for the Study of Post-Traumatic Stress and Traumatic Brain Injury (Role: Data Analysis)
Clinical Internship: Research Minor





2016-2017
Maryland Psychiatric Research Center, University of Maryland
· I worked with Dr. James Waltz on a study on the association of early childhood adversity, neural and behavioral measures of reward processing, and neuropsychological and psychological symptoms of psychosis. As part of this study, I analyzed fMRI data from the preprocessing stage through analyses of group contrasts.
Graduate Research








2010-2017
Dynamic Cognition Laboratory, Washington University in St. Louis


My research at Washington University focused on how people with Posttraumatic Stress Disorder comprehend and remember ongoing, naturalistic information. I studied information processing using an event segmentation task, in which participants break ongoing information down into smaller units. I also investigated whether PTSD affects people’s ability to make accurate predictions about the future. Much of my research on prediction used an eye tracker to obtain oculometric measures of prediction performance.
· Dissertation Study: Prediction Ability Across Task Domains
· Narrative Event Comprehension and Prediction Ability in PTSD (Role: Principal Investigator)
· Life Events Checklist-Extended Version and Autobiographical Memory (Role: Collaborator)
· Ambient and Focal Visual Processing of Dynamic Stimuli (Role: Principal Investigator)
· Master’s Thesis: Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Severity, Dissociation, and Perceived Social Support Predict Performance on Event Processing and Memory Tasks
· PTSD, Prediction, and Event Segmentation (Role: Principal Investigator)
· Event Segmentation and Memory (Role: Collaborator)
Undergraduate Research Assistant






2009-2010
Dynamic Cognition Laboratory, Washington University in St. Louis



· Traced brain areas on MRI images to determine areas associated with prediction during an event segmentation task

· Ran participants in fMRI study

· Completed Undergraduate Honors Thesis: Correlation of post-traumatic stress 

Disorder symptomatology with performance on event segmentation, memory, and attention tasks
Summer Undergraduate Research Experience Program Participant

2008
Center for the Advanced Study of Ape and Human Evolution, Yerkes Primate Center, Emory University, under direction of Dr. Frans de Waal
· Collected and analyzed data for study on impact of attention on contagious yawning in chimpanzees

· Designed and implemented study on imitation of non-goal directed behavior demonstrated by a human experimenter

Undergraduate Research Assistant






2007-2008
Behavioral Economics Laboratory, Washington University in St. Louis, under direction of Dr. Leonard Green

· Collected data for research on temporal discounting in pigeons and rats

· Presented results from study at departmental poster session
Undergraduate Research Assistant






2007

Laboratory of Comparative Psychoacoustics, University of Maryland, College Park, under direction of Dr. Robert Dooling

· Analyzed budgerigar vocalizations and body movements

· Conducted operant condition with budgerigars and zebra finches
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Awards and Distinctions

National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship


2010-2015


Mr. and Mrs. Spencer T. Olin Fellow
, Washington University in St. Louis

2010-Present


(4-year tuition and stipend scholarship)

Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society






2010




Graduated Summa Cum Laude from Washington University in St. Louis

2010



Arnold J. Lien Scholarship in the Social and Behavioral Sciences, 


2006-2010
Washington University in St. Louis 

(4-year, full tuition scholarship)
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Articles

Flores, S., Bailey, H. R., Eisenberg, M. L., & Zacks, J. M. (2017). Event segmentation improves event memory up to one month later. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition, 43(8), 1183-1202.
Eisenberg, M. L., Sargent, J. Q., & Zacks, J. M. (2016). Posttraumatic Stress and the Comprehension of Everyday Activity. Collabra, 2(1), 1-10.
Eisenberg, M. L. & Zacks, J. M. (2016) Ambient and focal visual processing of naturalistic activity. Journal of Vision, 16(2), 1-12.

Sargent, J. Q., Zacks, J. M., Hambrick, D. Z., Zacks, R. T., Kurby, C. A., Bailey, H., Eisenberg, M. L., & Beck, T. M. (2013) Event segmentation ability uniquely predicts memory across the lifespan. Cognition, 129(2), 241-255.
Zacks, J. M., Kurby, C. A., Eisenberg, M. L., & Haroutunian, N. (2011). Prediction error associated with the perceptual segmentation of naturalistic events. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 23, 4057-4066
Campbell, M. W., Carter, J. D., Proctor, D., Eisenberg, M. L., & de Waal, F. B. M. (2009).  Computer animations stimulate contagious yawning in chimpanzees. Proceedings of the Royal Society B. 276, 4255-4259. 
In Preparation
Eisenberg, M. L. & Zacks, J. M. Predictive Looking During Viewing of Naturalistic Activity. Manuscript in preparation, Department of Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis, MO.

Eisenberg, M. L. & Waltz, J. A. Neural correlates of reward sensitivity in schizophrenia patients. Manuscript in preparation, Department of Psychiatry, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Baltimore, MD.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scientific Presentations

Eisenberg, M. L. & Waltz, J. A. (2017). Aberrant Salience, Indexed by Reward Processing Performance, is Associated with Childhood Adversity and Psychosis. Poster presented at the University of Maryland Research Day, Baltimore, MD.
Eisenberg, M. L., Zacks, J. M., & Flores, S. (2016). Predictive Looking in Everyday Event Comprehension. Poster presented at the 57th Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Boston, MA.
Wahlheim, C. N., Zacks, J. M., & Eisenberg, M. L. (2016). Change Detection in Event Comprehension and Memory. Talk given at the 57th Meeting of the Psychonomic Society. Boston, MA.
Eisenberg, M. L. (2016). The Effects of Posttraumatic Stress Disorder on Everyday Prediction and Event Comprehension. Invited talk given at the Department of Psychology, Franklin & Marshall College.
Eisenberg, M. L., Zacks, J. M., & Flores, S. (2016). Prediction Around Event Boundaries During Continuous Viewing of Naturalistic Activity. Talk given at the 38th Annual Cognitive Science Society Meeting. Philadelphia, PA.
Eisenberg, M. L., Zacks, J. M., Rodebaugh, T. L., & Flores, S. (2016). Comprehension of Everyday Activity Impaired in Posttraumatic Stress Disorder. Poster presented at Missouri Institute of Mental Health Conference: Traumatic Stress: New Mechanisms and Effective Treatment. St. Louis, MO. Poster won first place.
Eisenberg, M. L., Zacks, J. M., Rodebaugh, T. L., & Flores, S. (2015). Comprehension of Everyday Activity Impaired in Posttraumatic Stress Disorder. Poster presented at Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies 49th Annual Convention. Chicago, IL.
Eisenberg, M. L. (2015). Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Narrative Event Comprehension. Talk given at Memory and Lunch Meeting at the Center for Autobiographical Memory at Aarhus University. Aarhus, Denmark.
Eisenberg, M. L. (2015). Interpretation and Illiteracy: Therapy with a Roma Refugee. Talk given at Clinical Science Seminar, Department of Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.
Eisenberg, M. L. (2014). Posttraumatic Stress Disorder: Does Trauma Change the Way People Understand the World? TED Style Talk given at Jewish Nerd Night. St. Louis, MO.

Eisenberg, M. L., Zacks, J. M., Fowose, M., & Flores, S. (2014). Occulomotor Correlates of Event Structure in Everyday Activity. Poster presented at 53rd Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society. Long Beach, CA.
Eisenberg, M. L. (2014). Using Pupillometry to Study Event Perception. Talk given at Brain, Behavior, Cognition Brown Bag, Department of Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.
Eisenberg, M. L., (2014). Posttraumatic Stress Disorder: How to Identify and Work with People Suffering From PTSD. Talk given at Jane Doe Advocacy Center. St. Louis, MO.
Eisenberg, M. L. (2014). Using DSM-5. Talk given at Center for Survivors of Torture and War Trauma. St. Louis, MO.

Eisenberg, M. L. & Zacks, J. M. (2013). Everyday Event Perception and Memory in PTSD. Talk given at Narrative Networks (N2) Phase I PI Meeting. Arlington, VA.

Eisenberg, M. & Zacks, J. M. (2013). Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Symptom Severity Predicts Event Processing and Prediction Performance. Poster presented at 52nd Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society. Toronto, Canada.
Eisenberg, M. L. (2013). Influence of PTSD Severity on Event Segmentation and Prediction. Talk given at Brain, Behavior, Cognition Brown Bag, Department of Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.

Eisenberg, M., Zacks, J. M., & Rodebaugh, T. R. (2012). Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Symptoms Predict Event Processing and Memory. Talk given at Clinical Science Seminar, Department of Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.
Eisenberg, M. & Zacks, J. M. (2012). Overt segmentation vs. passive viewing: Effect on memory. Poster presented at the Annual Graduate Research Symposium, Washington University in St. Louis. Poster won second place in social sciences category.
Eisenberg, M. L., Sargent, J. Q., & Zacks, J. M. (2012). Post-traumatic stress disorder symptoms predict event processing and memory performance. Poster presented at 51st Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society. Minneapolis, MN.

Eisenberg, M. L., Sargent, J. Q., & Zacks, J. M. (2012). Post-traumatic stress disorder symptoms predict event encoding and memory. Poster presented at Conference 2012: Clinical perspectives on autobiographical memory. Aarhus, Demark.

Eisenberg, M. L., Sargent, J., & Zacks, J. (2012). Post-traumatic stress disorder symptoms predict event processing and memory performance. Poster presented at 2012 APS Annual Convention. Chicago, IL.

Eisenberg, M. L. (2012). PTSD Symptom Severity, Dissociation, and Perceived Social Support Predict Performance on Event Processing and Memory Tasks. Talk given in Brain, Behavior, Cognition Brown Bag, Department of Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.
Sargent, J. Q., Hambrick, D. Z., Zacks, R. T., Eisenberg, M. L., Beck, T. M., & Zacks, J. M. (2012). Event Segmentation Ability Uniquely Predicts Memory in Younger and Older Adults. Poster presented at Cognitive Aging Conference. Atlanta, GA.
Sargent, J. Q., Zacks, J. M., Hambrick, D. Z., Zacks, R. T., Eisenberg, M. L., & Beck, T. M. (2011). Event Segmentation Ability Uniquely Predicts Memory. Poster presented at 50th Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society. Seattle, WA.

Eisenberg, M. L. & Zacks, J. M. (2010). Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Predicts Event Perception. Poster presented at Neuroscience Retreat, Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.

Eisenberg, M. L. (2010) Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Predicts Event Perception (and Implications of Amazon Mechanical Turk). Invited talk given to undergraduate Honorary Scholars students at Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.

Eisenberg, M. L. (2009). Neural Correlates of Prediction Uncertainty. Poster presented in the Department of Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.
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Supervised Clinical Experience
VA Palo Alto Healthcare System, Menlo Park Division



2017-Present

PTSD Clinical Team


Postdoctoral Fellow

VA Maryland Healthcare System/University of




2016-2017
Maryland School of Medicine Psychology Internship
Consortium Trauma Recovery Track
Psychology Intern

Washington University Psychological Service Center



2011-2016

Student Therapist

Washington University Psychological Service Center



2014-2016

Peer Supervisor

Washington University Psychological Service Center



2013-2015

Neuropsychological Assessment

Center for Survivors of Torture and War Trauma




2014

Pro-Bono Therapist/Practicum Student

supervision from each supervisor.

VA St. Louis Healthcare System, Polytrauma Network Site



2013-2014

Practicum Student/Therapist

The St. Louis Behavioral Medicine Institute





2012-2013

Practicum Student/Therapist
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Relevant Graduate Level Coursework
Graduate Level Quantitative Methods I

Graduate Level Quantitative Methods II

Hierarchical Linear Models
Applied Multivariate Analysis

Advanced Cognitive Psychology

Biological Neural Computation

Functional Neuroimaging Methods

Neural Systems

Advanced Cognitive, Computational, and Systems Neuroscience

Cognitive, Computational, and Systems Neuroscience Project Building

Neuropsychological Assessment
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Teaching Experience

2013-2014
Teaching Assistant for Quantitative Methods I and II (the graduate statistics 

courses at Washington University). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Professional and Service Activities

2017
Intern Representative to the Internship Training Committee

2015
Served on Psychological Service Center Director Search Committee, Department of Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis
2015

Served on Teaching Assistant Award Committee, Department of Psychology, 

Washington University in St. Louis
2013-2014
Clinical Studies Committee Representative, Department of Psychology, 

Washington University in St. Louis
2011-2015
Graduate Studies Committee Representative, Department of Psychology, 

Washington University in St. Louis

2011

SciFest Volunteer at the St. Louis Science Center
2010-2013
Volunteer for the Sexual Assault Response Team at the YWCA in St. Louis
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Other Relevant Skills and Experience
Proficient in R and SPSS

Experience coding experiments in html and javascript for use with Amazon Mechanical Turk
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